
CURRENTS IN PHARMACY TEACHING AND LEARNING: 

Author Guidelines – Review Articles: Educational Review 
 

Educational Review Articles Content Guidelines: 

Manuscripts in this category should summarize and build on prior literature with insights for future practice and 

investigations. Unless the topic is truly unique to pharmacy education, a comparison to studies in other health professions 

is a necessary component of the review. Authors are strongly encouraged to consult available resources related to 

recommended best practices. When conducting a systematic reviews, authors are strongly encouraged to consult the 

Campbell Collaboration (http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/) or the Cochrane Collaboration 

(http://www.cochrane.org/) for guidance on systematic review procedures and to consult appropriate reporting 

guidelines (e.g., PRISMA). For narrative reviews, consult appropriate guidelines, such as the RAMESES projects 

(http://www.ramesesproject.org). Reviews in Education include the following components: [NOTE: bolded headers below 

are required as the article section headers] 
 

General considerations 

 Pay attention to timing of previously conducted reviews; if a previous review has been conducted, sufficient time 

should have elapsed to allow for the generation of an adequate amount of new evidence by other investigators 

(whether evolutionary or confirmatory). 

 Some areas evolve faster than others (e.g., use of technology in educational settings) and therefore may warrant more 

frequent reviews (i.e., a shorter review timeframe). 
 

Background 

 Provide sufficient background to situate your review (i.e., show relevance for readers). 

 Include a clear, poignant objective for this review. 
 

Methods 

 Clearly describe your search process, including search terms and combinations as appropriate. 

 For systematic reviews, explicit criteria for including or excluding identified articles from the review should be included, 

as well as an explicit timeframe over which the review was conducted. 

 Flowcharts, such as described in systematic review reporting criteria (e.g., PRISMA), can help the reader follow your 

search and inclusion process. 

 Report your software and analysis for meta-analyses (e.g., MIX 2.0 or RevMan). 
 

Results 

 As appropriate to your objective and methods, provide quantitative- or qualitative-synthesis of data from identified 

articles (Do not simply restate results from those articles). 

 When appropriate, your review should include discussion of relevant, related topics and concepts. 

 Highlight unconventional or unexpected relationships noted during your review. 
 

Implications 

 Provide clear applications for pharmacy education and implications to theory and/or future investigations from the 

results of the review. 

 This discussion should help build a pathway from review results towards practical implications for the academy. 
 

A structured abstract using these section headings also should be submitted. 
 

Educational Review Articles Format Guidelines: 

 5000 word limit (somewhat flexible – contact Editor-in-Chief). 

 Review articles summarize prior literature and should not include the collection or analysis of new data. 

 Tables, figures, and references are not included in word limit. 
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