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Experiences in Teaching and Learning (EiTL) Content Guidelines: 
While articles in the Teaching and Learning Matters section focus on development and evaluation of a 
teaching and learning approach that make a substantial contribution to or advancement in pharmacy 
education, EiTL articles report efforts that make a more modest contribution to the pharmacy education 
literature. Articles in this section generally focus on application and implementation of a previously 
developed teaching and learning approach, or are focused on application of a teaching and learning 
approach to a different setting, discipline, or audience. An EiTL article may also report an experience with 
a modification or improvement over a previously reported technique. 
 

Initiatives suitable for this category may have had minimal evaluation or prospective consultation of the 
existing literature. There may be notable methodological (e.g., participant surveys that lack connection to 
previous work or a foundational model, non-specific measures of student learning such as overall course 
grades) or logistical (e.g., small sample size, low response rate) limitations. While some broad outcome data 
are included, the focus of the article is truly on reporting the context and experience rather than relying 
heavily on providing evidence of the approach’s effectiveness. EiTL articles address the following questions 
(although are not written in a question-and-answer approach) and include the following content 
components: [NOTE: bolded headers below are required as the article section headers] 
 

Traditional article 
(research based) 

Translation New Headings 

Introduction Motive and rationale Background and Purpose 

Methods What was done? Educational Activity and Setting 

When and where was it done? 

How was it evaluated? 

Results What was found? Findings 

Discussion Discussion 

Conclusion Final Takeaway Points Summary 
 

Background and Purpose 
 This section may contain information similar to a traditional Introduction or Background section. 

 Describe the motive and rationale for implementing this instructional technique, method, strategy 
or approach. 
o Motive: help readers understand what was going on that led you to determine that something 

needed to be done 
o Rationale: help readers understand your choice of a particular instructional approach, strategy, 

method, or technique (this is where a summary of the existing literature and how it relates to 
your particular situation is expected) 

 Be sure to include the goals you had in mind when implementing the instructional technique, 
method, strategy or approach 
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Educational Activity and Setting 
 This section may contain information similar to a traditional Methods section by describing the 

educational “intervention”, how it was evaluated and the general study setting (e.g., participants, 
program characteristics, timing). 

 Describe the instructional technique, method, strategy, or approach that was implemented. 

 If appropriate, describe the resources that were needed (e.g., space, finance, personnel support, 
technology). 

 Be sure to be sufficiently descriptive so that the reader can understand your design and 
implementation of this instructional technique, method, strategy or approach (these details need to 
be more than just one or two sentences in length). 

 Provide a description of the setting in which your instructional technique, method, strategy or 
approach was implemented 

 This could include components like the specific course/course-sequence, various program and/or 
institutional attributes (e.g., public vs. private, 3-year vs. 4-year, distance- vs. campus-based), the 
discipline, the course/educational setting (e.g., lecture, laboratory, workshop, simulation), the 
participants (e.g., students, pharmacists, preceptors, residents, faculty), and anyone else who was 
involved (e.g., were multiple disciplines and/or departments involved?) 

 The timing of this course or course-sequence should be described in terms of when during the 
academic year (e.g., beginning of the term vs. end of the term) and when in the professional 
program (e.g., first year vs. fourth year and didactic vs. experiential) 

 Describe the method(s) by which your instructional technique, method, strategy or approach was 
evaluated (e.g., student/faculty perceptions, grades, observation of behavior, survey results, faculty 
reflections) and include the who/what/how for all data collection 

 Explain how the evidence supports that your goals were met; if locally established standards, 
thresholds, or benchmarks were used to interpret the evidence, explain how your evaluation 
affirmed or contradicted that prior knowledge 

 Keep in mind that using multiple sources of evidence (i.e., triangulation) can strengthen your 
evaluation 

 

Findings 
 This section may contain information similar to a traditional Results section. 

 Provide a clear and concise statement of the findings of your analysis of the educational activity; 
transparency of limitations is essential. 

 Include objective and subjective results as appropriate. 

 In addition to quantitative and/or qualitative findings, the instructor’s 
insights/observations/reflections on the initiative and/or its implementation can also be included. 
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Discussion 
 This section may contain information similar to a traditional Discussion section  

 Provide a few succinct statements on the findings, focusing on those that are supported/refuted by 
other studies or those that were unexpected how you successfully developed and implemented your 
educational activity 

 Provide suggestions for readers who may be considering implementing a similar instructional 
approach, strategy, method, or technique at their institution (e.g., What aspects worked well?  What 
would you do differently next time? What would you do differently if you could do it again?) 

 Briefly discuss implications from your study for the greater academy and for future scholarly inquiry 
 

Summary 
 This section may contain information similar to a traditional Conclusion section. 

 In a short statement or two, describe what should readers takeaway from your study. 
 

A structured abstract using these section headings also should be submitted. 
 

Experiences in Teaching and Learning (EiTL) Format Guidelines: 

 3000 word limit (somewhat flexible – contact Editor-in-Chief) 

 Use graphs and tables as appropriate to best present the study results; however, do not 
duplicate data in graphs, tables, and text (not included in word limit). 

 Language and coherence of articles in this section should read like a traditional 
manuscript (though using these headers provided here instead); each section should be 
written in paragraph form, not formatted as “question, answer, question, answer”. 

 References are not included in the word limit. 


